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2 Day Taster Breaks
This year’s programme of Taster Breaks in the following pages includes popular 
favourites, as well as a number of interesting new tours. These two-day breaks 
are a great opportunity to try somewhere new for the first time or enjoy a 
refreshing change of scene. If you’re new to PS Travel, or coach travel in general, 
then perhaps try a Taster Break to sample a taste of the professional and 
personal service we provide on all our tours!

February
Thur 9th Snowdrop Tour

March
Sat 4th London/Greenwich
Sun 12th Paignton, Maritime Devon
Sun 19th Stately Homes of Derbyshire
Sun 26th Mothers Day Blooms in Cornwall

April
Sun 9th Ironbridge Gorge & Black Country
Thur 20th Bluebells
Sun 23rd Settle-Carlisle Railway
Sun 30th Cotswolds & Charlecote Park

May
Sun 7th Garden Getaway, Cheshire
Mon 15th Llangollen
Wed 24th Manchester Ship Canal

June
Sun 4th Duxford & Bletchley Park
Sun 11th Splendours of Sussex
Sun 18th Devon Delights for Fathers Day

July
Sun 9th Summer Seaside Get Away, Bournemouth
Sun 23rd Cornwall & Morewellham Quay

August
Sun 20th Gardens of Kent
Thur 24th Stratford River Cruise & Grimsthorpe Castle

September
Sun 10th Memorial Arboretum
Wed 13th Llangollen
Sun 24th Garden Gateway

October
Sun 1st Settle-Carlisle
Sun 8th Paignton, Maritime Devon
Sun 15th Royal Mint & Tenby
Sun 22nd Derbyshire, Stately Homes

November
Sat 18th Classical Spectacular
Mon 20th Christmas at Tatton
Sun 26th Christmas at Chatsworth

December
Fri 1st Portsmouth Docks Xmas Fair
Sun 3rd Christmas at Rockingham Castle



Tel: 01275 792223

...a great opportunity to try 
somewhere new for the first 

time or enjoy a refreshing 
change of scene.
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Ancient streets, naval history, long sandy beaches, cream teas and glorious 
harbour views all await you on this great tour to uncover the maritime 
delights of Devon. 

We also explore the pretty port of Dartmouth on the River Dart, where the 
historic streets are bursting with boutiques, art galleries, ancient bars and 
delicatessens. High above the town and set in 126 acres of landscaped 
grounds stands the Britannia Royal Naval College, where cadets have 
included King George VI, the Duke of Edinburgh and the Prince of Wales. 
Here we have included a guided tour which will give you a fascinating 
insight into one of the country’s greatest military academies. This unique 
experience allows you to view the extensive College grounds, see the 
beautiful Chapels and splendid Quarterdeck.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Redcliffe 
Hotel in the traditional seaside town of Paignton. Leisure facilities include 
a swimming pool, gym and sauna.

Sunday - We depart for Paignton where you have the day free to explore this 
beautiful resort renowned for its lovely long beaches, friendly atmosphere, lively 
seafront and colourful pier.

Monday - We travel to Dartmouth and our visit to the Britannia Royal Naval 
College, with included guided tour. We then have free time in Dartmouth before 
our journey home. 

Please note: As the Naval College is a Military Establishment they require 
photographic ID on entry. The college is a large Grade II listed building 
with stairs, steps and highly polished floors. The tour requires about 1 mile 
of very easy walking with a few rest areas along the route. There are no 
disabled facilities or wheelchair access.

£165 per person

Maritime Devon
Sunday 12th March

Brighten up the winter days and celebrate the first signs of Spring as we 
visit two gardens renowned for their seasonal displays of snowdrops. 

In Berkshire we enjoy an exclusive visit to the grounds of Welford Park, 
which open for charity in the winter months for the public to admire the 
beautiful gardens, transformed at this time of year by magnificent carpets 
of snowdrops.

At Colesbourne Park in the Cotswolds we experience ‘England’s greatest 
snowdrop garden’, renowned for its collection of rare Snowdrops which 
transform the beautifully landscaped grounds into a sea of white. There 
are also lovely woodland and lakeside paths, a formal garden and an 
extensive park with an interesting arboretum and church.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
Cheltenham Chase Hotel.

Thursday - We travel into the heart of the Cotswolds to visit Colesbourne 
Gardens, with included guided tour and tea/coffee. We then enjoy a lunchtime 
visit to historic Cheltenham, before continuing to our hotel.

Friday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to the Cotswold village of 
Bourton-on-the-Water, where you will have time at leisure before we continue 
to Chipping Norton for an included two-course carvery roast lunch. From here 
its on to Welford Park in Berkshire, where you will have free time to view the 
magnificent carpets of snowdrops, warm yourself in the Old Laundry Tea Rooms 
or browse the Snowdrop Gift Shop (house will be closed), before our journey 
home.

£179 per person
£22 single room supplement

Thursday 09th February

Snowdrops Tour

Join us for a break to London and a visit to the World Heritage Site of 
Greenwich. Greenwich is where hemispheres meet and royal heritage 
combines with contemporary architecture.

Whatever your interest there’s something you’ll love. From the beautifully 
conserved Cutty Sark, the world’s sole – surviving tea clipper, the fastest 
ship of her age and the National Maritime Museum exploring Britain’s 
momentous naval history.

Also the Royal Observatory which is the historic home of British astronomy, 
Greenwich Mean Time and the world famous Meridian Line

You also have plenty of free time to explore the sights and sounds of the 
capital at your own pace.

We will be staying overnight with bed and breakfast at the 4* Holiday Inn 
London Kensington Forum Hotel.

Saturday - We travel into the London area where we head straight to Greenwich 
where we have included a free flow visit to the Royal Observatory and the Cutty 
Sark. Also you can visit The National Maritime Museum and the Queen’s House 
which are both free to visit.

Sunday - After breakfast you can check out of our hotel and leave your bags 
with the coach so that you can have more free time to explore the many sights of 
London, or perhaps just take a shopping trip.

£165 per person
£45 single room supplement

Saturday 4th March

Greenwich & London

 PS Travel Tasters Tel: 01275 792223
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On this tour we visit two gardens renowned for their seasonal displays of 
Bluebells. 

We enjoy a visit to the Coughton Court and Gardens, transformed at this 
time of year by magnificent carpets of bluebells and herbaceous plants 
that are displayed in these award winning gardens.

At Anne Hathaway’s House there is a collection of thousands of bluebells 
planted by local school children. Discover where the young William 
Shakespeare courted his future bride Anne Hathaway at her picturesque 
family home. The cottage is a thatched farmhouse containing many 
original items of family furniture and is nestled within stunning grounds 
and gardens, overflowing with fragrant blooms.. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* 
Mercure Warwickshire Walton Hall Hotel and Spa. 

Thursday - We travel to Stratford upon Avon where we visit Anne Hathaway’s 
House before having free time in Stratford. We then continue our hotel.

Friday- After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to Coughton Court where 
you have time to stroll through the gardens and visit the house at your leisure, 
before our journey home.
 

£175 per person
£22 single room supplement

Bluebell Walk 
Thursday 20th April

This Mother’s Day join us for a great gardening getaway as we visit two of 
Cornwall’s most inspirational gardens. 

Experience a unique gateway to a fascinating world of plants as we visit 
Cornwall’s famous Eden Project, a giant and dramatic global garden with 
enormous biospheres containing a temperate zone and a living rainforest 
– the largest and most spectacular plant house in the world! At this time 
of year Eden is a riot of dazzling Spring colours as more than a million 
bulbs burst into flower. Beds of poppies and Mediterranean shrubs bloom 
in the Mediterranean Biome, and outside you’ll find swathes of tulips and a 
wonderful selection of English wild flowers to admire.

Uncover breathtaking and internationally renowned Trewithen House and 
Gardens with us too, which are a carnival of colour at this time of year 
with their early flowering Magnolias, Rhododendrons and Camellias. At 
every turn there is some new wonder to behold, with champion trees, 
rare shrubs, a wild flower meadow, peaceful woodland walks, exotic 
fern collections, tree top viewing platforms, Magnolia Fountain and the 
beautiful Sycamore Avenue which is planted with 3000 Cornish bred 
varieties of daffodils, crocus and scillas to create a beautiful spring display. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the modern 
Esplanade Hotel, ideally located overlooking Fistral Beach in the Cornish 
seaside resort of Newquay. Leisure facilities include an indoor swimming 
pool, jacuzzi and sauna.

Sunday - We travel to Cornwall for our visit to the Eden Project before continuing 
to our hotel in Newquay.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to Trewithen House & 
Gardens, where you will have time to explore at leisure before our journey home. 

£165 per person
£15 single room supplement

Mothers Day Bloom in Cornwall 
Sunday 26th March

In a breathtaking setting beside the River Derwent and surrounded by 
1,000 acres of stunning parkland lies magnificent Chatsworth House, ‘The 
Palace of the Peaks’ and home of the Dukes of Devonshire.

The beautiful rooms of the house tell the story of the family’s history over 
the last 450 years and boast one of Europe’s finest private art collections. 

We also uncover one of Britain’s greatest Elizabethan houses at Hardwick 
Hall, a masterpiece of symmetry and detail, which stands in a commanding 
position surrounded by countryside next to the ruins of the Old Hall. 
Hardwick New Hall is a spectacular Tudor treasure house renowned for 
its outstanding 16th and 17th century tapestries and embroideries. Built 
by the much married Bess of Hardwick, Countess of Shrewsbury and 
Elizabethan England’s second richest woman, it also boasts delightful 
grounds and tranquil walled courtyards enclosing a fragrant restored herb 
garden, orchards and lawns.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in the vibrant 
Yorkshire city of Sheffield, at the luxurious 4* Hilton Sheffield located on 
Victoria Quays with easy access to Sheffield Centre.

Sunday - We travel to Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire, where you will have time to 
explore the house and gardens before we continue to our overnight hotel. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel into Derbyshire to reach 
Chatsworth House. Enjoy time here at leisure to explore the house, take a stroll 
around the gardens and visit the elegant gift shops before our journey home.

£174 per person
£20 single room supplement

National Trust members: £11.05 reduction

Sunday 19th March

Stately Homes of Derbyshire 
Chatsworth & Hardwick Hall

Re-live times gone by and uncover enthralling history with this nostalgic 
experience to Shropshire and the Midlands. 

See the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution at Shropshire’s Ironbridge 
Gorge, ‘The Valley That Changed Our World’. Set in an enchanting valley, 
it is home to the world’s first iron bridge, which spans the River Severn. 
We visit the Museum of the Gorge here as well as the famous Blists Hill 
Victorian Town, where the shops, cottages and pub are all run by friendly 
19th century townsfolk.

We also visit the Black Country Living Museum in the West Midlands, a 
fascinating urban heritage park in the shadow of Dudley Castle. Historic 
buildings from all around the area have been moved and authentically 
rebuilt at the Museum, to create a tribute to the traditional skills and 
enterprise of the people that once lived in the heart of industrial Britain. 
You will be transported back in time from the modern exhibition halls 
to the canal-side village, where costumed demonstrators and working 
craftsmen bring the buildings to life with their local knowledge, practical 
skills and unique Black Country humour.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
luxurious 4* Telford Golf and Spa Hotel, ideally situated within its own 
extensive grounds amidst Shropshire’s green and undulating landscape. 
Leisure facilities include a gym, swimming pool and spa with sauna and 
steam rooms.

Sunday - We travel to the Midlands to enjoy a visit to the Black Country Living 
Museum before continuing to our hotel in Shropshire. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and enjoy a visit to Ironbridge 
Gorge before our journey home.

£170 per person
£20 single room supplement

Sunday 9th April

Ironbridge Gorge & Black Country
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Nestled in the beautiful Dee Valley of North Wales, under the watchful gaze 
of the Dinas Bran Castle, lies ancient Llangollen. Set on the River Dee and 
surrounded by hills, this idyllic town is steeped in medieval history.

Experience some of the most splendid scenery this part of the world has 
to offer as we board the historic Llangollen Railway for a delightful train 
journey alongside the River Dee.

You will also be treated to a canal boat cruise on the Llangollen Canal, 
with a ploughman’s lunch included on board. Sit back, relax and savour 
spectacular views as you enjoy two hours of cruising along the Dee Valley, 
gliding gently through the Vale of Llangollen and across the Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct - the largest of its kind and known as ‘The Stream in the Sky’, 
this masterpiece of engineering is supported by 18 stone piers and towers 
126 feet above the river.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Ramada 
Plaza in Wrexham.

Monday - We travel to Shropshire for a visit to historic Shrewsbury beside the 
River Severn. Our journey then continues across the border into North Wales and 
on to Llangollen on the River Dee. Here we board the Llangollen Railway for a 
round trip before dinner at our hotel.

Tuesday - We travel to Shropshire for a visit to historic Shrewsbury beside the 
River Severn. Our journey then continues across the border into North Wales and 
on to Llangollen on the River Dee. Here we board the Llangollen Railway for a 
round trip before dinner at our hotel. 

£189 per person
£15 single room supplement

Beautiful North Wales
Monday 15th May

Gardening enthusiasts will be delighted with this new tour exploring two 
splendid gardens in their summer glory. 

Discover one of Cheshire’s best kept secrets as we visit Arley Hall and 
Gardens, which is wonderfully situated in a landscaped park and boasts 
elaborate ceilings and oak panelling, impressive fireplaces, intricate 
stained glass and beautiful contents. This attractive stately home also 
overlooks eight acres of magnificent formal gardens, each with its own 
character, plus the informal Grove, a well-established arboretum and 
woodland garden.

In North Staffordshire we visit romantic Dorothy Clive Garden. Transformed 
from a disused Victorian gravel quarry into beautiful hillside gardens by 
Colonel Harry Clive for his beloved wife Dorothy, this horticultural gem 
contains twelve acres of magical features including a superb woodland 
garden, stunning waterfall, alpine scree and spectacular summer flower 
borders.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Park 
Royal Warrington Hotel a gem set in the heart of Cheshire, blending 
modern facilities and elegant grandeur.

Sunday - We travel to Cheshire where we enjoy a visit to Arley Hall and Gardens 
before continuing to our hotel. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and cross the border into North 
Staffordshire to reach The Dorothy Clive Garden. After time here to explore at 
your own pace we depart for our journey home, with a visit en-route to Webbs of 
Wychbold in Worcestershire, a great family-run garden centre.

£159 per person
£17.50 single room supplement

Sunday 07th May

Arley Hall & Dorothy Clive Gardens

Join us for a glimpse into a quintessentially English region where time 
seems to stand still, as we journey into Shakespeare Country to explore 
the wonders of Warwickshire and the Cotswolds.

Trace the footsteps of William Shakespeare as we visit his hometown of 
Stratford upon Avon, which is set beside the River Avon and brimming with 
beautiful black and white buildings. 

We also uncover the charming Cotswold towns of Stow-on-the-Wold and 
Bourton-on-the-Water. 

Uncover Tudor England at the National Trust’s Charlecote Park, a grand 
16th century house set within a landscaped deer park on the River Avon. 
Home to the Lucy family for over 700 years there is a vast history to 
discover, as well as a large portrait collection and formal gardens which 
lead on to the riverside park.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Chesford 
Grange Hotel near Warwick.

Sunday - We travel to Charlecote Park where you have free time to explore 
before heading to historic Stratford Upon Avon, where you can take in the many 
sights at your leisure. We then continue to our hotel.

Monday - We depart the hotel for our excursion into the Cotswolds. We begin 
with a visit to Stow-on-the-Wold, renowned for its craft and antique shops, art 
galleries and historic market square. We then continue to picturesque Bourton-
on-the-Water, known as the ‘Venice of the Cotswolds’ for its delightful bridges 
crossing the River Windrush, with time to explore before our journey home. 

£160 per person
£20 single room supplement

National Trust members: £8.50 reduction

Sunday 30th April

Charlecote Park & The Cotswolds

Unwind and re-charge your batteries with this popular break exploring 
some of the finest scenery that the North of England has to offer.

The highlight of the tour is a fantastic train journey on board the historic 
Settle-Carlisle Railway, a line renowned as one of the most scenic in 
England. Savour wonderful views as the gentle journey takes you through 
the lush rolling hills of the Eden Valley and the glorious Yorkshire Dales 
National Park, an area of outstanding natural beauty.

See the best of the legendary city of Liverpool, as we enjoy a guided 
Merseyside River Explorer Cruise before having free time to enjoy many 
of the iconic UNESCO world heritage waterfront sights or walk in the 
footsteps of the legendary Beatles.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Hallmark 
Hotel in the cathedral city of Carlisle. 

Sunday - We travel to Liverpool and join our Merseyside River Explorer trip before 
free time in this vibrant city. We then continue to our hotel in Carlisle. 

Monday - After breakfast we board the train at Carlisle station for a two-hour 
ride on the Settle-Carlisle Railway. The scenic journey takes you through the Eden 
Valley and through the longest tunnel on the line at Blea Moor, and over the 24 
arches of the Ribblehead Viaduct to arrive in Skipton North Yorkshire. You will 
have some free time before we meet our coach for the journey home.

£180 per person
£17.50 single room supplement

Sunday 23rd April

Settle-Carlisle Railway & Liverpool

 PS Travel Tasters Tel: 01275 792223
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Enjoy a journey through the North West’s industrial heartland, as we 
embark on a memorable 35 mile cruise along one of Britain’s most famous 
inland waterways, the Manchester Ship Canal.

Our unique six hour journey through time takes you past spectacular 
scenery, under bridges and through locks to discover how the canal’s 
construction forever shaped the city of Manchester and the North West 
of England. Admire the succession of swing bridges and marvel at 
the historic buildings and industry of the Mersey Estuary, all the time 
surrounded by nature’s beauty and tranquillity, with an interesting live 
commentary along the way. A licensed bar, refreshments and snacks are 
available on board. 

This exciting tour also gives you time to explore the vibrant city of 
Liverpool. Perhaps visit Chinatown or one of the famous Cathedrals, 
experience the numerous museums, discover famous Albert Dock and the 
Beatles Experience, browse the great shopping centres or take a river trip 
across the Mersey on board one of the most famous ferries in the world!

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in Liverpool at 
the Mercure Liverpool Atlantic Tower, which is located on the edge of the 
historic Albert Docks and only a short stroll away from the city centre with 
its range of shops, museums and places of interest.

Wednesday - We travel to Liverpool, where you will have free time to explore the 
city at leisure before dinner at the hotel.

Thursday - After breakfast we take you to the Pier to join our boat for a 
cruise along the Manchester Ship Canal. The journey ends at Salford Quays in 
Manchester, where we meet our coach for the journey home. 
 

£189 per person
£30 single room supplement

Liverpool & Manchester Ship Canal 
Wednesday 24th May

Bletchley Park was known as Station X in World War II and it was here that 
German secret codes were broken. See one of the Enigma Machines, visit 
the interesting exhibitions, view the Churchill Collection and explore the 
ornate Victorian Mansion, headquarters to intelligence staff during the war. 

Discover Europe’s premier aviation museum with us too, as we enjoy 
a visit to the Imperial War Museum Duxford. A former Royal Air Force 
fighter base, Duxford is home to one of the finest collections of tanks, 
military vehicles and naval exhibits in the country, as well as over 200 rare 
and historic aircraft, the American Air Museum and special exhibitions 
including The Battle of Britain, Normandy Experience and Monty. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
Mercure Letchworth Hall Hotel in Hertfordshire. Dating back to 1625 this 
quintessential Olde English Manor house is set within 8 acres of gardens 
and retains many of its Jacobean features which have been tastefully 
restored.

Sunday - We travel to Cambridgeshire for our visit to the Imperial War Museum 
Duxford. After time here to explore at your own pace and experience the museum 
and many exhibitions we continue to our hotel. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel for our journey home, with a visit 
en-route to fascinating Bletchley Park in Buckinghamshire, where you will be 
treated to tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival followed by an included guided tour. 
 

£175 per person
£15 single room supplement

Duxford & Bletchley Park
Sunday 4th June

Join us as we visit magnificent Arundel Castle, one of England’s greatest 
treasure houses, brimming with rare paintings by renowned artists, 
exquisite furniture, tapestries, sculpture, stained glass and armour. 

Perched in a wonderful hilltop setting next to the River Arun, this towering 
11th century building is both ancient castle and stately home, and boasts 
magnificent views across the South Downs as well as lovely grounds and 
gardens where colour, scent and form combine to offer all year interest.

We have also included a trip to Brighton. Perhaps take in the sea air with 
a stroll along the beach front, see the famous Royal Pavilion and restored 
Victorian Pier, visit one of the many museums and galleries or explore the 
pretty parks and gardens. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the beautiful 
Chatsworth Hotel in Worthing. Set right on the seafront.

Sunday - We travel to Sussex where we enjoy a visit to Arundel Castle before 
continuing to our hotel.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to Brighton. There will 
then be time for you to explore before our journey home.
 

£165 per person
£15 single room supplement

Sunday 11th June

Splendours of Sussex 
Arundel Castle & Brighton

Treat yourself or your Dad this Father’s Day with this great tour to Devon, 
taking you on a voyage of discovery by canal and train. 

Sail the world’s oldest shipping canal with a cruise along the historic 
Exeter Shipping Canal. Sit back, relax and enjoy an informative 
commentary as you glide through Turf Locks, Double Locks and the 
Countess Weir Swing Bridge, with wonderful views along the way.

Experience at first hand the beauty of Devon’s Tamar Valley too as we 
enjoy a memorable train journey on the Tamar Valley Railway, taking you 
through a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Uncover the 
region’s rich industrial past as the train takes you under Brunel’s famous 
Royal Albert Bridge, past Plymouth’s Royal Navy Dockyards, through the 
quiet countryside of the Bere Peninsular and alongside the magnificent 
River Tamar before crossing the Calstock viaduct which joins Devon and 
Cornwall. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in Plymouth at 
the Holiday Inn Hotel, which is ideally located at the heart of this vibrant 
seafaring city.

Sunday - We travel to he pretty riverside market town of Tavistock before 
continuing to Gunnislake where we board the train for our journey on the Tamar 
Valley Line to Plymouth. 

Monday - After breakfast we travel to Exeter’s Historic Quayside where you will 
have time to discover this attractive area of the city before we board The Pride of 
Exmouth for our cruise along the Exeter Shipping Canal to Exmouth.

Please note: Due to the design of the vessel and the height of Exeter Quay, 
passengers must be able to manage normal steps with handrails.
 

£175 per person
£25 single room supplement

Sunday 18th June

Devon Delights for Fathers Day 
The Exeter Shipping Canal & Tamar Valley Railway



45

Get a glimpse into the lives of Lincolnshire Lords and Ladies as we uncover 
imposing Grimsthorpe Castle too. 

A Castle built for a King, Grimsthorpe has been the home of the de Eresby 
family since 1516, when it was granted by Henry VIII to the 11th Baron 
Willoughby de Eresby on the occasion of his marriage to Maria de Salinas, 
lady-in-waiting to Queen Katherine of Aragon. Inside, the State rooms are 
filled with impressive collections of paintings, furniture, tapestries and 
objects d’art, plus there are thrones and furnishings from the old House of 
Lords.

Also see the birthplace of Shakespeare’s picturesque home town. Stratford 
is beautifully set in rural countryside on the banks of the River Avon, 
brimming with history and renowned for its lovely black and white timber-
framed buildings. You have free time befo re-boarding the our boat for our 
river cruise and included cream tea.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel Grantham. A rustic hotel set in countryside with 
leisure facilities. 

Thursday - We travel to Grimsthorpe Castle Park and Gardens in Lincolnshire, 
where you will be treated to a guided tour of the house and a tour of the estate, 
before travelling to our hotel near Grantham.

Friday - Today we visit Stratford Upon Avon where you have free time before we 
board a boat for a river cruise and cream tea.

£169 per person
£15 single room supplement

Thursday 24th August

Stratford River Cruise 
& Grimsthorpe Castle

Leave the 21st century behind on this laid back break to Cornwall and 
Devon, where life slows right down and you are transported back to a time 
of seafarers and smugglers, copper mines and Victorian times. 

Immerse yourself in the sleepy streets and intriguing history of two 
Cornish fishing villages, where spending time getting lost can be a 
worthwhile experience in itself! Discover bustling Looe with its historic 
port and lovely sandy beaches, and unspoilt Polperro with its old world 
charm and charming jumble of cottages. 

Our journey back in time also includes a visit to Morwellham Quay on 
the beautiful River Tamar in Devon, where the BBC series ‘The Edwardian 
Farm’ was filmed. The Victorian age is brought back to life at this award-
winning World Heritage site, which is set in 200 acres of outstanding 
natural beauty and features a historic port, copper mine, working Victorian 
farm, restored village, costumed characters, narrow-gauge railway, heavy 
horses and museums of costume and mining. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* 
Holiday Inn Plymouth, right in the heart of this vibrant city.

Sunday - We travel to Devon to reach Morwellham Quay, where you will have 
time to explore at leisure before we continue to our hotel in Plymouth.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel for our visits to the unspoilt fishing 
villages of Polperro and Looe before the journey home. 

£170 per person
£25 single room supplement

Sunday 23rd July

Cornwall & Morwellham Quay
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Sun, sea and sand await you on this lovely summer break to delightful 
Dorset, a region renowned for some of the most beautiful and varied 
coastline in England, plus sparkling seaside towns steeped in history and 
maritime heritage.

Numerous seaside attractions await you in the vibrant seaside town of 
Bournemouth, including a wide variety of shops and restaurants, miles of 
golden sandy beaches and award-winning gardens to lose yourself in.

Sample the delights of Weymouth with us too, a classic seaside town 
sheltered by rolling hills and the stunning Purbeck cliffs, with a beautiful 
sweeping bay, fine white Georgian town-houses, picturesque 17th century 
harbour with quaint little back streets, plus a wide variety of shops and 
one of the loveliest beaches in the area. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in 
Bournemouth at Hallmark Hotel Bournemouth East Cliff. 

Sunday - We travel to Dorset where we begin with a visit to the county town 
of Dorchester, followed by time at leisure in Weymouth before continuing to our 
hotel in Bournemouth. 

Monday - After breakfast the morning is yours to sample Bournemouth’s many 
attractions at your own pace before we depart for our journey home, with a visit 
en-route to the cathedral city of Salisbury in Wiltshire, renowned for its beautiful 
half-timbered buildings.

£155 per person
£15 single room supplement

Sunday 09th July

Summer Seaside Getaway
Bournemouth & Weymouth

Described as the very heart of rural England and one of the loveliest 
gardens in Kent we escape to the beautiful Goodnestone Park that also has 
connections with Jane Austin.

This peaceful and romantic garden covers 14 acres with a gravel garden, 
Golden Arboretum and a walled garden that is covered in roses, wisteria, 
clematis and jasmine.

Experience one of England’s most celebrated gardens as we uncover 
the National Trust’s Sissinghurst Castle Gardens. Surrounded by unspoilt 
Weald countryside, these famous gardens are the creation of two English 
aristocrats who developed them around the surviving parts of a once 
great moated Elizabethan mansion. Here you will find a series of intimate 
enclosed gardens, each with its own individual design.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Ashford 
International Hotel. The hotel has fine dining and the health club has 
superb facilities, whilst the spa provides a haven in which to relax and 
unwind.

Sunday - We journey to Kent and our visit to Goodnestone Park a haven of 
beautiful tranquillity in South East Kent. You have a free flow visit before we 
continue to our hotel in Ashford. 

Monday - After breakfast we visit Sissinghurst Castle & Gardens. You have free 
time to visit the castle and gardens at your leisure before our journey home.

£169 per person
£20 single room supplement

£9 reduction for National Trust members.

Sunday 20th August

Gardens of Kent
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Gardening enthusiasts will be delighted with this new tour exploring two 
splendid gardens in their summer glory.

Discover one of Cheshire’s best kept secrets as we visit Arley Hall and 
Gardens, which is wonderfully situated in a landscaped park and boasts 
elaborate ceilings and oak panelling, impressive fireplaces, intricate 
stained glass and beautiful contents. This attractive stately home also 
overlooks eight acres of magnificent formal gardens, each with its own 
character, plus the informal Grove, a well-established arboretum and 
woodland garden.

In North Staffordshire we visit romantic Dorothy Clive Garden. Transformed 
from a disused Victorian gravel quarry into beautiful hillside gardens by 
Colonel Harry Clive for his beloved wife Dorothy, this horticultural gem 
contains twelve acres of magical features including a superb woodland 
garden, stunning waterfall, alpine scree and spectacular summer flower 
borders.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Park 
Royal Warrington Hotel a gem set in the heart of Cheshire, blending 
modern facilities and elegant grandeur.

Sunday - We travel to Cheshire where we enjoy a visit to Arley Hall and Gardens 
before continuing to our hotel. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and cross the border into North 
Staffordshire to reach The Dorothy Clive Garden. After time here to explore at 
your own pace we depart for our journey home, with a visit en-route to Webbs of 
Wychbold in Worcestershire, a great family-run garden centre.
 

£159 per person
£17.50 single room supplement

Arley Hall & Dorothy Clive Gardens
Sunday 24th September

Unwind and re-charge your batteries with this popular break exploring 
some of the finest scenery that the North of England has to offer.

The highlight of the tour is a fantastic train journey on board the historic 
Settle-Carlisle Railway, a line renowned as one of the most scenic in 
England. Savour wonderful views as the gentle journey takes you through 
the lush rolling hills of the Eden Valley and the glorious Yorkshire Dales 
National Park, an area of outstanding natural beauty.

See the best of the legendary city of Liverpool, as we enjoy a guided 
Merseyside River Explorer Cruise before having free time to enjoy many 
of the iconic UNESCO world heritage waterfront sights or walk in the 
footsteps of the legendary Beatles.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Hallmark 
Hotel in the cathedral city of Carlisle. 

Sunday - We travel to Liverpool and join our Merseyside River Explorer trip before 
free time in this vibrant city. We then continue to our hotel in Carlisle. 

Monday - After breakfast we board the train at Carlisle station for a two-hour 
ride on the Settle-Carlisle Railway. The scenic journey takes you through the Eden 
Valley and through the longest tunnel on the line at Blea Moor, and over the 24 
arches of the Ribblehead Viaduct to arrive in Skipton North Yorkshire. You will 
have some free time before we meet our coach for the journey home.
 

£180 per person
£17.50 single room supplement

Settle-Carlisle Railway & Liverpool
Sunday 01st October

Since planting began in 1997, the National Memorial Arboretum has been a 
special place honouring those who have served, and continue to serve our 
nation in many different ways. 

It’s not a cemetery, It’s a place of life, represented by the 50,000 trees 
planted here where you can wander and wonder. Covering 150 acres, it 
has something for everyone.

We have included a land train tour with audio trip around the arboretum.

We also visit the city of Lichfield where we have arranged a guided tour of 
the “Behind the scenes “ of Lichfield Cathedral, one of the oldest places of 
worship in Britain, finishing off with tea & biscuits after the tour. We then 
have arranged an orientation city walking tour of Lichfield before you have 
free time to continue exploring this historic town.

We stay overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the 4* Menzies 
Mickleover Court Hotel. Facilities include a health club, indoor swimming 
pool, sauna, steam room and beauty room. 

Sunday - We travel to The National Memorial Arboretum where we have 
arranged an audio tour by land train to orientate yourself before having the rest of 
the day free to explore the grounds.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to Lichfield where 
we have arranged a guided “Behind the scenes” tour of the Cathedral with 
refreshments afterwards and then a short guided tour of this historic city before 
you have free time to continuing exploring. 
 

£165 per person
£20 single room supplement

National Memorial Arboretum
Sunday 10th September

Nestled in the beautiful Dee Valley of North Wales, under the watchful gaze 
of the Dinas Bran Castle, lies ancient Llangollen. Set on the River Dee and 
surrounded by hills, this idyllic town is steeped in medieval history.

Experience some of the most splendid scenery this part of the world has 
to offer as we board the historic Llangollen Railway for a delightful train 
journey alongside the River Dee.

You will also be treated to a canal boat cruise on the Llangollen Canal, 
with a ploughman’s lunch included on board. Sit back, relax and savour 
spectacular views as you enjoy two hours of cruising along the Dee Valley, 
gliding gently through the Vale of Llangollen and across the Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct - the largest of its kind and known as ‘The Stream in the Sky’, 
this masterpiece of engineering is supported by 18 stone piers and towers 
126 feet above the river.

 We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Ramada 
Plaza in Wrexham.

Wednesday - We travel to Shropshire for a visit to historic Shrewsbury beside 
the River Severn. Our journey then continues across the border into North Wales 
and on to Llangollen on the River Dee. Here we board the Llangollen Railway for a 
round trip before dinner at our hotel.

Thursday - After breakfast there will be free time to explore Llangollen at your 
leisure. We then embark on a 2 hour canal boat cruise, enjoying a ploughman’s 
lunch on board and an informative commentary throughout. We then re-board the 
coach for our journey home.
 

£189 per person
£15 single room supplement

Beautiful North Wales
Wednesday 13th September
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A journey through the beautiful countryside and coastal towns of 
Carmarthenshire as we visit the oldest town in Wales Carmarthen.

Wander through the old narrow streets or visit the castle which is said 
to have been the most important castle to the Welsh Royals. A visit to 
Laugharne is not complete to a visit to Dylan Thomas’ Boat House which 
was said to be the inspiration to his most famous work ‘Under Milk Wood’. 

We gain unprecedented access to The Royal Mint to discover the people 
and events behind the coins in your pocket, and hear some surprising 
stories from history.

Our Hotel will be in Tenby. The Park Hotel enjoys breathtaking views 
overlooking Tenby’s North Bay and the harbour with it’s backdrop of quaint 
multi-coloured houses of the old town. 

We have included dinner, bed and breakfast.

Sunday - We travel to Carmarthen for a lunchtime visit and free time. Our 
journey then continues to Laugharne where again you have free time to visit the 
attractions of this beautiful coastal town before we continue onto our hotel in 
Tenby.

Monday - After some free time in Tenby we travel to The Royal Mint in 
Llantrisant. We have a guided tour and an introductory talk on arrival and then 
free time to self guide yourself around the interactive exhibition. We then continue 
our journey home.

£165 per person

Royal Mint & Tenby
Sunday 15th October

In a breathtaking setting beside the River Derwent and surrounded by 
1,000 acres of stunning parkland lies magnificent Chatsworth House, ‘The 
Palace of the Peaks’ and home of the Dukes of Devonshire. The beautiful 
rooms of the house tell the story of the family’s history over the last 450 
years and boast one of Europe’s finest private art collections. 

We also uncover one of Britain’s greatest Elizabethan houses at Hardwick 
Hall, a masterpiece of symmetry and detail, which stands in a commanding 
position surrounded by countryside next to the ruins of the Old Hall. 
Hardwick New Hall is a spectacular Tudor treasure house renowned for 
its outstanding 16th and 17th century tapestries and embroideries. Built 
by the much married Bess of Hardwick, Countess of Shrewsbury and 
Elizabethan England’s second richest woman, it also boasts delightful 
grounds and tranquil walled courtyards enclosing a fragrant restored herb 
garden, orchards and lawns.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in the vibrant 
Yorkshire city of Sheffield, at the luxurious 4* Hilton Sheffield located on 
Victoria Quays with easy access to Sheffield Centre.

Sunday - We travel to Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire, where you will have time to 
explore the house and gardens before we continue to our overnight hotel. 

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel into Derbyshire to reach 
Chatsworth House. Enjoy time here at leisure to explore the house, take a stroll 
around the gardens and visit the elegant gift shops before our journey home.

£174 per person
£20 single room supplement

National Trust members: £11.05 reduction

Stately Homes of Derbyshire 
Chatsworth & Hardwick Hall

Sunday 22nd October
A great weekend trip to London which includes an evening at the Royal 
Albert Hall, one of the most famous entertainment venues in the world, to 
see the sensational ‘Classical Spectacular’, the UK’s most popular classical 
music show!

The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra return to play all the classics at this 
magnificent and unique event, which combines the best in classical music 
and state of the art technology, with multi-coloured laser displays, can-can 
dancers and dazzling special effects, bringing to life the scenes and moods 
evoked by each piece. A cast of over 200 musicians perform a superb 
programme, featuring some of the world’s best loved classical music, 
including ‘Rule Britannia’, ‘Zadok the Priest’, the Grand March from ‘Aida’, 
‘Land of Hope and Glory’, ‘Ride of the Valkyries’ and the famous ‘1812 
Overture’ with thundering cannons, muskets and indoor fireworks.

Seats at The Royal Albert Hall are in the Grand Tier Boxes.

We will be staying overnight with bed and breakfast at the Millennium 
Gloucester Hotel in fashionable Kensington, ideally situated near Hyde 
Park, The Natural History Museum, The Victoria & Albert Museum and The 
Science Museum. It is also on a main bus route and just a short walk from 
the underground tube station.

Saturday- We travel to London, arriving early afternoon. You cannot check into 
your room until 3pm, but you may leave your luggage with concierge whilst you 
relax at the hotel or do some sightseeing. In the evening we depart by coach from 
the hotel and travel the short distance to the Royal Albert Hall, for the evening 
performance of the Classical Spectacular.

Sunday - After breakfast at the hotel the day is yours to explore London at your 
own pace, before we depart at 4pm for the journey home.

£229 per person
£60 single room supplement

London & Classical Spectacular
Saturday 18th November (TBC)

Ancient streets, naval history, long sandy beaches, cream teas and glorious 
harbour views all await you on this great tour to uncover the maritime 
delights of Devon. 

We also explore the pretty port of Dartmouth on the River Dart, where the 
historic streets are bursting with boutiques, art galleries, ancient bars and 
delicatessens. High above the town and set in 126 acres of landscaped 
grounds stands the Britannia Royal Naval College, where cadets have 
included King George VI, the Duke of Edinburgh and the Prince of Wales. 
Here we have included a guided tour which will give you a fascinating 
insight into one of the country’s greatest military academies. This unique 
experience allows you to view the extensive College grounds, see the 
beautiful Chapels and splendid Quarterdeck.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Redcliffe 
Hotel in the traditional seaside town of Paignton. Leisure facilities include 
a swimming pool, gym and sauna.

Sunday - We depart for Paignton where you have the day free to explore this 
beautiful resort renowned for its lovely long beaches, friendly atmosphere, lively 
seafront and colourful pier.

Monday - We travel to Dartmouth and our visit to the Britannia Royal Naval 
College, with included guided tour. We then have free time in Dartmouth before 
our journey home. 

Please note: As the Naval College is a Military Establishment they require 
photographic ID on entry. The college is a large Grade II listed building 
with stairs, steps and highly polished floors. The tour requires about 1 mile 
of very easy walking with a few rest areas along the route. There are no 
disabled facilities or wheelchair access.

£165 per person

Maritime Devon
Sunday 08th October

 PS Travel Tasters Tel: 01275 792223
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Get into the festive mood with this new break to visit Rockingham Castle. It 
is Christmas Eve, 1881.

The staff are preparing the Castle for the family’s celebrations. Under the 
butler’s direction, the Great Hall table is laid, the silver is polished, the 
candles and fires are lit, the decorations are in place and the kitchen is 
a hive of activity. You can enjoy the tales of the staff and see the castle 
decorated in grand Victorian style.

We also visit Warwick famous for it’s magnificent castle and it’s historic 
charm. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast near the town 
of Corby at the Best Western Rockingham Forest Hotel.

Sunday - We travel today to Warwick where you have free time to explore this 
historic town. Streets full of Antique shops and Christmas gifts and decorations or 
perhaps a visit to the magnificent Warwick Castle. We then continue to our hotel 
near Corby.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel to Rockingham Castle 
where you will be greeted with coffee and mince pies. We then have included 
a costumed guided tour of the castle followed by a 2 course lunch, before we 
depart for the journey home. 

£179 per person
£15 single room supplement

Christmas at Rockingham Castle
Sunday 03rd December

Get into the Christmas mood with our visit to beautiful Tatton Park, one of 
the most splendid historic estates in Europe, set in 50 acres of glorious 
gardens.

At this time of year the lower floors of the house are beautifully decorated 
for Christmas and the house takes on a magical appearance with fragrant 
garlands, fairy lights and candles. Tatton’s gift and garden shops are a 
lovely place to browse for Christmas gifts and decorations.

We also have free time in Chester on the River Dee, one of England’s best 
preserved medieval cities, and a great place to be at Christmas time with 
its combination of festive shopping, historic treasures and wonderful 
architecture. Perhaps explore the old town with its black and white 
half-timbered houses, take a stroll along the Roman City walls or beside 
the river, visit the Norman Cathedral, or perhaps browse for Christmas 
gift ideas in the ancient ‘Rows’, a series of excellent covered shopping 
galleries. 

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast at the Best 
Western Premier Queen Hotel in Chester. 

Monday - We travel to the city of Chester and our hotel. You have the day free 
here to explore this beautiful city at your own pace.

Tuesday - After breakfast we enjoy a festive visit to Tatton Park. You have free 
time to wander through the state rooms and into the kitchen to learn how the 
decorations are made.

£165 per person
£25 single room supplement

A Taste of Christmas at Tatton
Monday 20th November

Get into the festive mood with this popular break to visit grand Chatsworth 
House in the Peak District, home to the Dukes of Devonshire. 

Experience ‘The Palace of the Peaks’ at its most magical time as the 
house is dressed for the festive season with stunning displays, sparkling 
lights and glittering decorations - a truly unique and memorable festive 
experience.

As a special treat we have included a Christmas lunch in Chatsworth’s 
converted 18th century stables, one of the oldest buildings on the estate.

We will be staying overnight with dinner, bed and breakfast in the vibrant 
Yorkshire city of Sheffield, at the luxurious 4* Hilton Sheffield located on 
Victoria Quays with easy access to Sheffield Centre.

Sunday - We begin today with a short visit to Evesham Country Park in the 
picturesque Vale of Evesham, with time at leisure to explore the garden centre 
and browse for gifts in the courtyard shops. We then continue to Stratford-upon-
Avon beside the River Severn, birthplace of William Shakespeare and renowned 
for its beautiful black and white buildings, where we enjoy a lunchtime visit 
before continuing to South Yorkshire and our hotel in Sheffield.

Monday - After breakfast we depart the hotel and travel into Derbyshire to 
reach Chatsworth House. You will have free time here to explore the beautifully 
decorated house, take a stroll around the gardens and browse the elegant gift 
shops for Christmas gifts. You are then treated to an included Christmas lunch in 
the main restaurant in the former stables, before we depart for the journey home. 
 

£190 per person
£20 single room supplement

Chatsworth at Christmastime
Sunday 26th November

We visit Portsmouth Historic Dockyard in all it’s Christmas splendour. 

Including a large Christmas Market, Fagin’s Real Ale Tavern, Dickensian-
style snow covered streets, a traditional Father Christmas and a 
wonderland of Victorian characters and entertainment. Also for other 
shopping treats you can visit Gun Wharf Quays with it’s large selection of 
designer shops, restaurants and cafes.

We also visit Salisbury Christmas Market. A beautiful event with over 
75 chalets and the perfect place to find a unique and special gift for the 
festive season.

Our hotel is the Hilton Southampton set in a beautiful wooded area near to 
the centre and docks.

Included is dinner, bed and breakfast.

Friday - Today we travel to Portsmouth Historic Docks for the Victorian Festival. 
You will have plenty of free time for shopping and exploring. We then continue to 
our hotel.

Saturday - After breakfast we make our way to Salisbury for the annual 
Christmas market event. Free time here before our journey home. 
 

£169 per person
£20 single room supplement

Victorian Christmas Fayre Portsmouth
Friday 01st December

 PS Travel Tasters Tel: 01275 792223

Going on this coach trip was my first experience of 
travelling with your company and it will not be the last.


